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Prometheus Rising describes the landscape of human evolution and offers the reader an
opportunity to become a conscious participant. In an astoundingly useful road map infused with
humor and startling insight, Robert Anton Wilson presents the Eight Circuits of the Brain model
as an essential guide for the effort to break free of imprinted and programmed behavior, Bob
writes, "We are all giants, raised by pygmies, who have learned to walk with a perpetual mental
crouch. Unleashing our full stature–our total brain power–is what this book is all about.”The
Robert Anton Wilson Trust Authorized Hilaritas Press Edition
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suspicious accidents. It actually began as a Ph.D. dissertation called “The Evolution of Neuro-
Sociological Circuits: A Contribution to the Sociobiology of Consciousness,” which I wrote in
1978-79 for an alternative university called Paideia. At that time, Paideia ranked as State
Approved, the highest rating given to alternative universities in California, where we have
alternatives to everything and the state feels required to classify the alternatives on a scale of
“experimental” to totally bonkers. Alas, Paideia, having achieved relative respectability as an
“alternative,” later joined with a much more radical and Utopian outfit, Hawthorn University, and
lost its top rank among counter-culture educational contraptions in California, falling from
Approved to Authorized, a much lower rating. The whole megillah then joined into several flakey
outfits loosely allied, none of which were recognized at all by the state, which suited the new
honchos perfectly, since they did not recognize the state either.In Ireland in 1982, stuck with a
dissertation which I liked a lot and a Ph.D. diploma which, due to the collapse of Paideia, looked
less impressive, I decided to rewrite the manuscript in more commercial form. The first change
consisted of removing all the footnotes (about two of them per sentence) which gave the original
a truly academic stink but would annoy the average reader. Then I expressed myself a little more
bluntly (and perhaps snidely) in many places, adding much to the humor and nothing to the
good taste. I also wrote a few more chapters, created all the exercizes, and sketched out
diagrams for the illustrations.I then, with craft and cunning, removed most of the references to
Dr. Timothy Leary from the early parts of the book and only let his name begin to appear
frequently after about the middle. I had good reason, based on experience, to feel rather strongly
that, just as Dr. Tim was blacklisted by Establishment publishers at that time, any book openly
and blatantly based largely on his ideas would also get thrown in the junk heap.I thought I now
had a “popular” book, and maybe I almost did. The first publisher to whom I submitted it, Jeremy
Tarcher, held it for a full year of meditation before rejecting it; his only explanation for the
rejection concerned the mixture of technologese and “counter culture” slang that has since
become my most frequent style in nonfiction. (It’s based on the way I actually speak.) When I
tried Falcon next, they accepted it within 48 hours, and I received the advance check within the
next 48 hours. “Oh frabjous day!”A month later, I heard from Tarcher again: he had changed his
mind and decided he wanted the book after all. I was in one of my periods of acute poverty then
(something that happens periodically to all freelance writers) and it was with great effort that I
refrained from telling Mr. Tarcher to go fuck himself. I just told him I had a contract with another
publisher.With Falcon as publisher, I then inserted the acknowledgments page, giving Leary the
credit he deserved right up front, and added a dedication to him. Falcon, as I expected, did not
object. Falcon has always served as an alternative to Establishment publishing, just as Paideia
once served as a similar alternative to the academic Establishment.Prometheus was one of
Falcon’s first books and, I think, the first done with computerized typesetting; as usual with such
pioneering efforts, it emerged with a phalanx of typos that have embarrassed me considerably
over the years. (When the San Francisco Chronicle first computerized they had similar problems.
I remember one story in which the Chief of Police, denouncing drugs, rambled off into a



sentence about the thrill of meeting Mickey Mouse and Goofy. I assume that line came from
another story but it made the Chief sound as if he had gotten into some weird chemicals
himself.) In this edition, I have corrected these errors, where I could find them; I know too much
now to think I found all of them. (Wilson’s Tenth Law: no matter how many times a writer proofs a
book, hostile critics will always find at least one error that he missed.)I have also updated every
place where I thought updating seemed necessary. I even added a few new ideas (which, of
course, seem brilliant to me just because they are new) and some new jokes and generally gave
the text a badly-needed face-lift. It is still one of my favorite books, and seems to rank high in the
estimation of most of my fans.In Germany-Switzerland-Austria in the late 1980s, three German
versions existed simultaneously — a deluxe edition from Sphinx Verlag of Zurich, a mass-market
paperback from Rowalt Verlag of Hamburg, and an even cheaper pirate edition from the busy
troglodytes of the unterwelt. The last, of course, paid no royalties but, by indicating that I had
three audiences at three economic levels, persuaded me feel like a very popular writer in
Mitteleuropa.As I contemplate this tenth printing of a “far out” or “freaked out” book that began its
career back in 1978, I feel only mildly embarrassed by the predictions that proved over-
optimistic. (I have revised them, of course, in keeping with my current knowledge and best
guesses). I feel much more astonished, and pleased, that many of the predictions now seem
much less shocking than when I first published them. Indeed, the wildest and most “Utopian”
future-scans in here are precisely the ones that have had the greatest scientific support in the
1990s. To see two decades ahead, even in a few areas, counts as some sort of success in the
Futurism game. And every bulletin from the embattled MIR space station reminds me that if my
space forecasts projected “too much too soon,” part of what I expected does in fact already exist
and the rest is obviously evolving.I feel more chagrined about my lyrical evocation of Intelligence
Intensification. In the 1970s, I simply did not recognize the extent to which the 1960s “youth
revolution” had terrified our ruling Elite, or that they would try to prevent future upsurges of
radical Utopianism by deliberately “dumbing down” the educational system. What they have
produced, the so-called Generation X, must rank as not only the most ignorant but also the most
paranoid and depressive kids ever to infest our Republic. I agree with outlaw radio star Travis
Hipp that the paranoia and depression result inevitably from the ignorance. These kids not only
don’t know anything; they don’t even want to know.* They only realize, vaguely, that somebody
has screwed them out of something, but they don’t have enough zest or bile to try to find out who
screwed them and what they were screwed out of.Fortunately, this Age of Stupidity cannot last
very long. Already, most people know that if you want a good TV or VCR, you buy Japanese; for
a good car, Japanese or German, etc. Eventually, in order to compete, the Elite will have to allow
a bit more education for American youth, before we sink fully to the level of a Third World
nation.~•~* One of the spokespersons for Gen X, named Shann Nix, has a talk show on KGO,
one of the most powerful radio signals on the West Coast. On one show, she announced that the
Vatican is not a State. On another, she proclaimed that Jury Nullification was a recent invention
by the far right. Etc.~•~The other day I saw a film called The Edge, which I regarded as the best



thing to come out of Hollywood since The Silence of the Lambs. Perhaps not coincidentally, this
flic also starred Anthony Hopkins. In one scene, Hopkins and his co-star, Alec Baldwin, seem in
an absolutely hopeless situation, lost in the Arctic, stalked by a hungry bear, without weapons,
seemingly doomed. Baldwin collapses, and Hopkins has a magnificent monologue, talking
Baldwin out of his despair. The speech runs, roughly, like this: “Did you know you can make fire
out of ice? You can, you know. Fire out of ice. Think about it. Fire out of ice. Think. Think.”This
riddle has both a pragmatic and symbolic (alchemical) answer. The pragmatic answer you can
find in the film, explicitly; and it might prove useful if you ever get lost in the north woods; and the
alchemical, or Zen Buddhist, answer is also in the film, implicitly, and only perceptible to those
who understand the dense character Hopkins plays in the story. It might prove useful whenever
despair seems to overwhelm you.So, to those who at the end of this book still can’t understand
or sympathize with my Nietzschean yea-saying, I quote again: “Fire out of ice. Think. Think.”Who
was that Prometheus guy and why did he give us fire in the first place?Robert Anton WilsonOn
the Internet atINTRODUCTIONby Israel RegardieThe ability to create a synthesis of diverse
points of view, scientific and social and philosophical, is a rare gift. Not many are there who dare
even to attempt such a task.Imagine anyone trying to make sense of an amalgam of Timothy
Leary’s eight neurological circuits, Gurdjieff’s self-observation exercises, Korzybski’s general
semantics, Aleister Crowley’s magical theorems, the several disciplines of Yoga, Christian
Science, relativity and modern quantum mechanics, and many other approaches to
understanding the world around us! A man is required with an almost encyclopedic education,
an incredibly flexible mind, insights as sharp as those whom he is trying synthesize and mirabile
dictu, a wonderful sense of humor.For several years — ever since I first became familiar with the
writings of Robert Anton Wilson — I have been struck with his ever-present sense of bubbling
humor and the wide scope of his intellectual interests. Once I was even so presumptuous as to
warn him in a letter that his humor was much too good to waste on hoi polloi who generally
speaking would not understand it and might even resent it. However this effervescent lightness
of heart became even more apparent in Cosmic Trigger and more latterly in the trilogy of
Schrödinger's Cat. I have sometimes wondered whether his extraordinarily wide range of
intellectual roving is too extensive and therefore perplexing to the average reader. Be that as it
may, the humor and synthesis are even more marked in this brilliant ambitious piece of writing,
Prometheus Rising.Even if your reading has already made you familiar with some of the
concepts employed by Wilson in this book, nonetheless his elucidation even of the simplest, the
most basic, is illuminating. At this moment, I am referring to the “imprint” theory which he makes
considerable use of. Much of the same is true of his references to and explanation of Leary’s
eight neurological circuits. We become familiar with them all over again, as if they had not been
introduced to us before.Moreover I love the subtle and almost invisible use of mystical dogma
that permeates all his writings. For example, consider the opening of Chapter Six. It quotes a
particularly meaningful sentence from William S. Burroughs. There is no mention — nor need
there be — of any anterior teaching regarding this Law of Three, as it may be called. But one



doctrine that emanated from a medieval mystical school philosophizes that there are always two
contending forces — for the sake of convenience labeled Severity and Mildness — with a third
that always reconciles them. It is paramount to this doctrine, which has been stated and stated
again in a dozen or more different ways throughout the centuries, culminating finally in the idea
enunciated by Burroughs and of course used by Wilson.There are dozens of similar seeds of
wisdom sown throughout Prometheus Rising that are bound to have a seminal effect wherever
and whenever the book is read. This is one of the many virtues of Wilson’s book; it will leave its
mark on all those who read it — and those seeds will surely take root and bloom in the most
unlikely minds — as well as in the more prosaic. Tarot advocates will find the most unusual and
illuminating interpretations of some of their favorite cards when he falls back on the basic neural
circuits. I found them all illuminating as providing a new viewpoint which had to be integrated into
my general view of such matters.The only area where I was reluctantly inclined to be at odds
with Wilson was in what I considered to be his addiction to a Utopia — which he eloquently
enough expresses as “the birth pangs of a cosmic Prometheus rising out of the long nightmare
of domesticated primate history.” The history of mankind is also the history of one Utopia after
another, being enunciated with enthusiasm and vigor, calling upon all the facts of faith and
science (as they existed at that moment in space-time) to corroborate the fantasy. A decade or
maybe a century elapse — and the fantasy is no more. The Utopia has gone down the drain to
join all the other Utopias of earlier primates. However, I sincerely hope that Wilson is right in this
case.Now I am not unmindful of the fact that the Utopia of which Wilson speaks, echoing many
of the best scientific and philosophic minds of our day, is a distinct possibility at some time, but
that it could occur within the next decade seems rather improbable to me. It seems improbable
of course only in terms of the current state of world enlightenment, or lack of it, and because it
implies a “miracle” occurring in vast numbers of living primates simultaneously — whatever
semantic theories are involved in the meaning of the word “simultaneously.”Anyway, this is a
minor point considering the seminal brilliance of the greater part of this enlightening book.In a
previously written book, Wilson wrote that[in] 1964, Dr. John S. Bell published a demonstration
that still has the physicists reeling. What Bell seemed to prove was that quantum effects are ‘non-
local’ in Bohm’s sense; that is, they are not just here or there, but both. What this apparently
means is that space and time are only real to our mammalian sense organs; they are not really
real.This writing reminds me so much of the Hindu concept of Indra’s Net. The latter is
sometimes described as being a great net extending throughout the whole universe, vertically to
represent time, horizontally to represent space. At each point where the threads of this Indra’s
net cross one another is a diamond or a crystal bead, the symbol of a single existence. Each
crystal bead reflects on its shining surface not only every other bead in the whole net of Indra but
every single reflection of every reflection of every other bead upon each individual bead —
countless, endless reflections of one another. We could also liken it to a single candle being
placed in the centre of a large hall. Around this hall tens of mirrors are arranged in such a
manner that, when the candle was lit, one saw not only its reflection in each individual mirror, but



also the reflections of the reflections in every other mirror repeated ad infinitum.One of the
several virtues of Prometheus Rising is that Wilson using Leary’s neurological circuits believes
that a new philosophical paradigm is about due. In reality, this is really Wilson’s answer to my
proposed criticism of his Utopian fantasy. It may not be within a decade that we shall realize
whether it is true or false. But that is not important. What is clear is that thanks to the insights of
many modern thinkers, major new intellectual findings do not come solely from the slow drip and
grind of tiny new discoveries, or from new theories simply being added to our present
armamentarium of time-honoured truisms. Rather, quantum leaps, in outlook ala Teilhard de
Chardin, occur with a fantastic jump to a new horizon or level of perception. This insight usually
comes from a revolutionary overview which realigns or transforms former thinking into a new and
more enlightening frame of reference.This dovetails with his equally fascinating thesis that
everything alive is really alive in the fullest and most dynamic sense of the word. It twitches,
searches, throbs, organizes and seems aware of an upward movement. Twitches seems almost
the right word, recalling to mind the myoclonisms of Wilhelm Reich’s vegetotherapy which, at
sometime, are infinitely disturbing to the patient on the couch who, because of them, feels he is
falling apart, being shattered into a thousand pieces. He isn’t really. It is as though the organism
were gathering itself together for an upward or forward leap into the unknown, to a higher order
of looking at things.The transition to a higher order of functioning — or hooking on to a higher
neural circuit — is often accompanied by considerable anxiety or a turbulence in personal life
which seems as if the organism were falling apart or breaking up. This phenomenon of instability
is really the way that every living organism — societies, human primates, chemical solutions, etc.
— shakes itself, as it were, by myoclonisms or similar convulsions into new combinations and
permutations for higher and new levels of development. So perhaps the space-time Utopia of a
new area of primate exploration has some validity after all, as indicating that the more vigorous
the disturbance or myoclonism the greater the quantum jump into a higher neurological circuit.
This is one reason why I firmly believe that the transition to the next spiral will not be smooth nor
without much suffering and chaos.All of which suggests, with Wilson and Leary, that the brain is
considerably more sophisticated than any of us previously had imagined. It is quite possible that
it operates in dimensions so beyond the lower neural circuitry that it occasionally “throws us a
bone” every day so that we can continue to function in the make-believe world of everyday status
quo. In the meantime, it is a multidimensional structure at ease in far more than the narrow
primate world we have been programmed to live in. It may interpret waves and frequencies from
other dimensions, realms of “light,” of meaningful unrestricted patterned reality — that are here
and now — and which transcend our present myopic tunnel realities of our rigid perceptions and
conceptualizations of space and time.If so, then the title of this book Prometheus Rising is
representative of more than a catchy title to a profound fascinating book. It becomes a title,
instead, to the very attempt which we are now making to reach beyond ourselves with a
quantum leap into a new world which has been envisaged only by a very few. Wilson is one of
this group who are preparing themselves and if we allow them, the rest of us, to take our place in



the New Aeon.I will close with a quote from Wilson,We are all giants, raised by pygmies, who
have learned to walk with a perpetual mental crouch. Unleashing our full stature — our total
brain power — is what this book is all about.Israel RegardiePhoenix ArizonaJuly
1983WARNINGWilson describes himself as a ‘guerrilla ontologist,’ signifying his intent to attack
language and knowledge the way terrorists attack their targets: to jump out from the shadows for
an unprovoked attack, then slink back and hide behind a hearty belly laugh.Robert Sheaffer, The
Skeptical InquirerCHAPTER ONETHE THINKER & THE PROVERAll that we are is the result of
all that we have thought. It is founded on thought. It is based on thought.— Buddha, The
Dhammapada  William James, father of American psychology, tells of meeting an old lady who
told him the Earth rested on the back of a huge turtle.“But, my dear lady,” Professor James
asked, as politely as possible, “what holds up the turtle?”“Ah,” she said, “that’s easy. He is
standing on the back of another turtle.”“Oh, I see,” said Professor James, still being polite. “But
would you be so good as to tell me what holds up the second turtle?”“It’s no use, Professor,” said
the old lady, realizing he was trying to lead her into a logical trap. “It’s turtles-turtles-turtles, all the
way!”Don’t be too quick to laugh at this little old lady. All human minds work on fundamentally
similar principles. Her universe was a little bit weirder than most but it was built up on the same
mental principles as every other universe people have believed in.As Dr. Leonard Orr has noted,
the human mind behaves as if it were divided into two parts, the Thinker and the Prover.The
Thinker can think about virtually anything. History shows that it can think the earth is suspended
on the backs of infinite turtles or that the Earth is hollow, or that the Earth is floating in space;*
comparative religion and philosophy show that the Thinker can regard itself as mortal, as
immortal, as both mortal and immortal (the reincarnation model) or even as nonexistent
(Buddhism). It can think itself into living in a Christian universe, a Marxist universe, a scientific-
relativistic universe, or a Nazi universe — among many possibilities.~•~* Millions of people
believe that (including the present author).~•~As psychiatrists and psychologists have often
observed (much to the chagrin of their medical colleagues), the Thinker can think itself sick, and
can even think itself well again.The Prover is a much simpler mechanism. It operates on one law
only: Whatever the Thinker thinks, the Prover proves.To cite a notorious example which
unleashed incredible horrors earlier in this century, if the Thinker thinks that all Jews are rich, the
Prover will prove it. It will find evidence that the poorest Jew in the most run-down ghetto has
hidden money somewhere. Similarly, Feminists are able to believe that all men, including the
starving wretches who live and sleep on the streets, are exploiting all women, including the
Queen of England.If the Thinker thinks that the sun moves around the earth, the Prover will
obligingly organize all perceptions to fit that thought; if the Thinker changes its mind and decides
the earth moves around the sun, the Prover will reorganize the evidence.If the Thinker thinks
“holy water” from Lourdes will cure its lumbago, the Prover will skillfully orchestrate all signals
from the glands, muscles, organs etc. until they have organized themselves into good health
againOf course, it is fairly easy to see that other people’s minds operate this way; it is
comparatively much harder to become aware that one’s own mind is working that way also.It is



believed, for instance, that some men are more “objective” than others. (One seldom hears this
about women . . .) Businessmen are allegedly hard-nosed, pragmatic and “objective” in this
sense. A brief examination of the dingbat politics most businessmen endorse will quickly correct
that impression.Scientists, however, are still believed to be objective. No study of the lives of the
great scientists will confirm this. They were as passionate, and hence as prejudiced, as any
assembly of great painters or great musicians. It was not just the Church but also the established
astronomers of the time who condemned Galileo. The majority of physicists rejected Einstein’s
Special Relativity Theory in 1905. Einstein himself would not accept anything in quantum theory
after 1920 no matter how many experiments supported it. Edison’s commitment to direct current
(DC) electrical generators led him to insist alternating current (AC) generators were unsafe for
years after their safety had been proven to everyone else.*~•~* Edison’s pigheadedness on this
matter was partly the result of his jealousy against Nikola Tesla, inventor of AC generators. Tesla,
on the other hand, refused the Nobel Prize when it was offered to him and Edison jointly
because he refused to appear on the same platform with Edison. Both of these geniuses were
only capable of “objectivity” and science in certain limited laboratory conditions. If you think you
have a higher “objectivity quotient” than either of them, why haven’t you been nominated for a
Nobel prize?~•~Science achieves, or approximates, objectivity not because the individual
scientist is immune from the psychological laws that govern the rest of us, but because scientific
method — a group creation — eventually overrides individual prejudices, in the long run.To take
a notorious example from the 1960s, there was a point when three research groups had “proven”
that LSD causes chromosome damage, while three other groups had “proven” that LSD has no
effect on the chromosomes. In each case, the Prover had proved what the Thinker thought. Right
now, there are, in physics, 7 experiments that confirm a very controversial concept known as
Bell’s Theorem, and two experiments that refute Bell’s Theorem. In the area of extra-sensory
perception, the results are uniform after more than a century: everybody who sets out to prove
that ESP exists succeeds, and everybody who sets out to prove that ESP does not exist also
succeeds.“Truth” or relative truth emerges only after decades of experiments by thousands of
groups all over the world.  In the long run, we are hopefully approximating closer and closer to
“objective Truth” over the centuries.In the short run, Orr’s law always holds:Whatever the Thinker
thinks, the Prover will prove.*And if the Thinker thinks passionately enough, the Prover will prove
the thought so conclusively that you will never talk a person out of such a belief, even if it is
something as remarkable as the notion that there is a gaseous vertebrate of astronomical heft
(“GOD”) who will spend all eternity torturing people who do not believe in his religion.~•~* If the
reader is a scientist, be not alarmed. This refers not to you but only to those benighted fools in
the opposite camp who refuse to recognize that your theory is the only reasonable one. Of
course.~•~EXERCIZESSad as it is to say, you never understand anything by merely reading a
book about it. That’s why every science course includes laboratory experiments, and why every
consciousness-liberation movement demands practice of yogas, meditations, confrontation
techniques, etc. in which the ideas are tested in the laboratory of your own nervous system.The



reader will absolutely not understand this book unless he or she does the exercizes given at the
end of each chapter.To explore the Thinker and the Prover, try the following:1. Visualize a
quarter vividly, and imagine vividly that you are going to find the quarter on the street. Then, look
for the quarter every time you take a walk, meanwhile continuing to visualize it. See how long it
takes you to find the quarter.2. Explain the above experiment by the hypothesis of “selective
attention” — that is, believe there are lots of lost quarters everywhere and you were bound to
find one by continually looking. Go looking for a second quarter.3. Explain the experiment by the
alternative “mystical” hypothesis that “mind controls everything.” Believe that you made the
quarter manifest in this universe. Go looking for a second quarter.4. Compare the time it takes to
find the second quarter using the first hypothesis (attention) with the time it takes using the
second hypothesis (mind-over-matter).5. With your own ingenuity, invent similar experiments
and each time compare the two theories — “selective attention” (coincidence) vs. “mind controls
everything” (psychokinesis).6. Avoid coming to any strong conclusions prematurely. At the end of
a month, re-read this chapter, think it over again, and still postpone coming to any dogmatic
conclusion. Believe it possible that you do not know everything yet, and that you might have
something still to learn.7. Convince yourself* (if you are not already convinced) that you are ugly,
unattractive and dull. Go to a party in that frame of mind. Observe how people treat you.~•~*
“Believe” or “convince yourself” – mean to do what an actor does: pretend until the pretense
begins to feel real. Or, as Jazz musicians say: “Fake it until you make it.”~•~8. Convince yourself
(if you are not already convinced) that you are handsome, irresistible and witty. Go to a party in
that frame of mind. Observe how people treat you.9. This is the hardest of all exercizes and
comes in two parts. First, observe closely and dispassionately two dear friends and two relative
strangers. Try to figure out what their Thinkers think, and how their Provers methodically set
about proving it. Second, apply the same exercize to yourself.If you think you have learned the
lessons of these exercizes in less than six months, you haven’t really been working at them. With
real work, in six months you should be just beginning to realize how little you know about
everything.10. Believe it possible that you can float off the ground and fly by merely willing it. See
what happens.If this exercize proves as disappointing to you as it has to me, try number 11
below, which is never disappointing.11. Believe that you can exceed all your previous ambitions
and hopes in all areas of your life.  ALL MODELS ARE SUBJECT TO REVISION AS THIS
BOOK GOES ALONG. THEY ARE ALSO SUBJECT TO REVISION AFTER THE BOOK IS
FINISHED — BY THE AUTHOR OR BY THE READER  (graphic above) Tentative Model #1:
The perceived universe is a mixture of the “real universe” and our own “Thinker” — proving its
pet beliefs.CHAPTER TWOHARDWARE & SOFTWARE:THE BRAIN & ITS PROGRAMSWe, as
a species, exist in a world in which exist a myriad of data points. * Upon these matrices of points
we superimpose a structure2 and the world makes sense to us. The pattern of the structure
originates within our biological and sociological properties.3—Persinger and Lafreniere,Space-
Time Transients and Unusual Events~•~* In our terminology, these data points are events or
actions, i.e., verbs, not nouns.2 In our terminology, models or maps, static things; nouns not



verbs.3 In our terminology, brain hardware and software.~•~We will, throughout this book,
consider the human brain a kind of bio-computer — an electro-colloidal computer, as distinct
from the electronic or solid-state computers which exist outside our heads.Please note carefully
and long remember that we have not said that the human brain is a computer. The Aristotelian
idea that to understand something you must know what it is has been abandoned in one science
after another, for the pragmatic reason that the simple word “is” introduces so many
metaphysical assumptions that we can argue forever about them. In the most advanced
sciences, such as mathematical physics, nobody talks about what anything is anymore. They
talk about what model (or map) can best be used to understand whatever we are investigating.In
general, this scientific habit of avoiding “is” can be profitably extended to all areas of thought.
Thus, when you read anywhere that A is B, it will clarify matters if you translate this as “A can be
considered as, or modeled by, B.”When we say A is B, we are saying that A is only what it
appears within our field of study or our area of specialization. This is saying too much. When we
say A can be considered as B, or modeled by B, we are saying exactly as much as we have a
right to say, and no more.We therefore say that the brain can be considered as a computer; but
we do not say it is a computer.The brain appears to be made up of matter in electro-colloidal
suspension (protoplasm).Colloids are pulled together, toward a condition of gel, by their surface
tensions. This is because surface tensions pull all glue-like substances together.Colloids are
also, conversely, pushed apart, toward a condition of sol, by their electrical charges. This is
because their electrical charges are similar, and similar electrical charges always repel each
other.In the equilibrium between gel and sol, the colloidal suspension maintains its continuity
and life continues. Move the suspension too far toward gel, or too far toward sol, and life
ends.Any chemical that gets into the brain, changes the gel-sol balance, and “consciousness” is
accordingly influenced. Thus, potatoes are, like LSD, “psychedelic” — in a milder way. The
changes in consciousness when one moves from a vegetarian diet to an omnivorous diet, or
vice versa, are also “psychedelic.”Since “What the Thinker thinks, the Prover proves,” all of our
ideas are psychedelic. Even without experimenting with diet or drugs, whatever you think you
should see, you will see — unless it is physically impossible in this universe.  All experience is a
muddle, until we make a model to explain it. The model can clarify the muddles, but the model is
never the muddle itself. “The map is not the territory”; the menu does not taste like the
meal.Every computer consists of two aspects, known as hardware and software. (Software here
includes information).The hardware in a solid-state computer is concrete and localized,
consisting of central processing unit, display, keyboard, external disk drive, CD-ROM, floppies,
etc. — all the parts you can drag into Radio Shack for repair if the computer is
malfunctioning.The software consists of programs that can exist in many forms, including the
totally abstract. A program can be “in” the computer in the sense that it is recorded in the CPU or
on a disk which is hitched up to the computer. A program can also exist on a piece of paper, if I
invented it myself, or in a manual, if it is a standard program; in these cases, it is not “in” the
computer but can be put “in” at any time. But a program can be even more tenuous than that; it



can exist only in my head, if I have never written it down, or if I have used it once and erased
it.The hardware is more “real” than the software in that you can always locate it in space-time —
if it’s not in the bedroom, somebody must have moved it to the study, etc. On the other hand, the
software is more “real” in the sense that you can smash the hardware back to dust (“kill” the
computer) and the software still exists, and can “materialize” or “manifest” again in a different
computer.(Any speculations about reincarnation at this point are the responsibility of the reader,
not of the author.)  In speaking of the human brain as an electro-colloidal biocomputer, we all
know where the hardware is: it is inside the human skull. The software, however, seems to be
anywhere and everywhere. For instance, the software “in” my brain also exists outside my brain
in such forms as, say, a book I read twenty years ago, which was an English translation of
various signals transmitted by Plato 2400 years ago. Other parts of my software are made up of
the software of Confucius, James Joyce, my second-grade teacher, the Three Stooges,
Beethoven, my mother and father, Richard Nixon, my various dogs and cats, Dr. Carl Sagan, and
anybody and (to some extent) any-thing that has ever impacted upon my brain. This may sound
strange, but that’s the way software (or information) functions.Of course, if consciousness
consisted of nothing but this undifferentiated tapioca of timeless, spaceless software, we would
have no individuality, no center, no Self.We want to know, then, how out of this universal
software ocean a specific person emerges.What the Thinker thinks, the Prover proves.Because
the human brain, like other animal brains, acts as an electro-colloidal computer, not a solid-state
computer, it follows the same laws as other animal brains. That is, the programs get into the
brain, as electro-chemical bonds, in discrete quantum stages.Each set of programs consists of
four basic parts:1. Genetic Imperatives. Totally hard-wired programs or “instincts.”2. Imprints.
These are more-or-less hard wired programs which the brain is genetically designed to accept
only at certain points in its development. These points are known, in ethology, as times of imprint
vulnerability.3. Conditioning. These are programs built onto the imprints. They are looser and
fairly easy to change with counter-conditioning.4. Learning. This is even looser and “softer” than
conditioning.In general, the primordial imprint can always over-rule any subsequent conditioning
or learning. An imprint is a species of software that has become built-in hardware, being
impressed on the tender neurons when they are peculiarly open and vulnerable.Imprints
(software frozen into hardware) are the non-negotiable aspects of our individuality. Out of the
infinity of possible programs existing as potential software, the imprint establishes the limits,
parameters, perimeters within which all subsequent conditioning and learning occurs.YOUR
HARDWARE IS LOCALIZED:BRAIN CELLS RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.  YOUR SOFTWARE
IS NON-LOCAL:POINT-EVENTS EVERYWHERE, EVERYWHEN.Before the first imprint, the
consciousness of the infant is “formless and void” — like the universe at the beginning of
Genesis, or the descriptions of unconditioned (“enlightened” i.e., exploded) consciousness in
the mystic traditions. As soon as the first imprint is made, structure emerges out of the creative
void. The growing mind, alas, becomes trapped within this structure. It identifies with the
structure; in a sense, it becomes the structure.This entire process is analyzed in G. Spencer



Brown’s Laws of Form; and Brown was writing about the foundations of mathematics and logic.
But every sensitive reader knows that Brown is also talking about a process we have all passed
through in creating, out of an infinite ocean of signals, those particular constructs we call
“myself” and “my world.” Not surprisingly, many acid-heads have said that Brown’s math is the
best description ever written of an LSD trip.Each successive imprint complicates the software
which programs our experience and which we experience as "reality. ”Conditioning and learning
build further networks onto this bedrock of imprinted software. The total structure of this brain-
circuitry makes up our map of the world. It is what our Thinker thinks, and our Prover
mechanically fits all incoming signals to the limitations of this map.Following Dr. Timothy Leary
(with a few modifications) we shall divide this brain hardware into eight circuits for convenience.
(“For convenience” means that this is the best map I know at present. I assume it will be
replaced by a better map within 10 or 15 years; and in any case, the map is not the territory.)Four
of the circuits are “antique” and conservative, they exist in everybody (except feral children).
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Brandon, “Wilson being serious-ish. I became a fan of Robert Anton Wilson after reading the
Illuminatus Trilogy, which is by far the most mind bending bible of literal bull**** I have read in my
life. The themes and scenarios depicted in the book were some of the most thought provoking
and out there ideas I have ever taken from a novel. That being said it was a novel, and primarily
just for ****s and giggles. This book however is more informative and definitely shows more of
RAWs idealogies, which I'm sure anyone who has read The Illuminatus and liked it might be
curious of. The book essential debriefs on 8 circuits of consciousness humans can, potentially,
climb through as they grow and become more aware in life. The model is adopted from Dr.
Timothy Leary, as he gives credit to in the book, but he does say and acknowledge that he
applies his own thought to its interpretation. The concept of the 8 consciousness circuits
definitely gives some strong insight onto the behavior of much of our species, especially
describing a mass of the population as stuck on lower circuits, simply living just to eat, poop,
work and ultimately meet the goal of giving birth and then falling back onto an eat/poop/work
cycle until death. The book is definitely a psychological work, and while I am no psychologist or
claim/ aspire to be, Wilson does a really good job putting his ideas into laymans terms, most
simply by always bringing out the humorous side of any topic. Again, I'm not a psychologist, and
don't want to claim this book as a serious recommendation for anyone seeking to study
psychology, but its view points are definitely abstract and will make you question how your own
mind is thinking at times.”

Dan Falcortez, “First impression. Finished chapter one yesterday morning. Found a quarter
laying on the ground last night.  Okay you have my attention sir!”

Josh Yates, “The Human Alarm Clock. Robert Anton Wilson, the human alarm clock. This book
has provided me with a great understanding of the 8 circuit model of consciousness. I
purchased the 2016 2nd edition by Hilaritas Press. Highly recommended book if an individual
wants to have a model on their consciousness. The energy is there...dormant, waiting...but it's
up to the individual to tap into it.”

Rougy, “A Pleasant Surprise. This was a very pleasant surprise, kind of like finding a new friend.
I read it once, made a lot of notes and circled a lot of passages. Unfortunately, I loaned it to a
friend who probably won't understand a word of it. Hope he gives it back.While this is not a "how
to" book, it is a sort of "why it is" book and, frankly, I can't see any flaws in the reasoning. The
"Circuit Theory" starts to break down a bit once it reaches the seventh and eighth levels, but
everything from Circuit one to four is pretty much dead on.I've only read a few books that I "could
not put down" and had to finish as quickly as possible, and this was one of them.”

James, “Will buy again just to give away. If your on the fence - just get it. You won’t regret it.. Post-



education level concepts written so that all may benefit.If your looking to never look at yourself or
another human being the same way, this is the book for you. Makes fun of itself and others.
Speaks no Absolute Truth, only apparent truths and models. I can honestly guarantee you will
grow as a domesticated primate to a slightly enlighten primate if you can read this with an open
mind.The new edition reads differently iirc from the older one, in that the spacing of sentences
and paragraphs lead to an easier read to complex subjects. Instead of large paragraphs, each
thought is separated.The book arrived in pristine condition and the re-read was just an enjoyable
as the first time around. Even moe so, as the concepts are able to promote different tangents of
thought no matter how many times you read.More succinct and model oriented in comparison to
Carl Jung’s essay on syncronicity; less extravagant and less subjective than reading any
mystical explanation of “the self”.”

Andrew M, “Heavy, thoughtful reading. I only made it through the first chapter after which I was
given life experiments to try. I still think about that chapter months later. This book gives you a
very unique view on the world and certainly has be appreciating the life flowing through me.”

RRR, “Oh Man. This guy has a good bit of interesting information, a little more well educated
than someone on /x/ or reddit, but most of the political views he injects in the book are on par
with Brian Griffin or a boomer.”

TheWildBoy, “RAW was a genius!!. RAW was a genius no doubt about it. I am sure he is in some
special realm right now and laughing at us. While I loved the exercises in this book I didn't like
the chapters itself.May be its just not for me but I will be doing his exercises I have already
started few and it feels weird and interesting.”

Beth Duffus, “The map is not the territory. An interesting book that benefits from a second read
after reading Richard Rasa's clarifying afterword. Wilson repeatedly emphasizes two things:
What the thinker thinks, the prover proves; and, the map is not the territory. My interest in this
book stems from my conviction that our beliefs dictate our reality and that the mind will seek to
validate that reality, and hence the beliefs, at every possible opportunity. Even with this insight, it
can be tough to shift a belief, even when you know it is toxic and probably wrong. Yet the reality
thus created is just a model or map (Wilson's reality tunnel) and is not the territory. Wilson
encourages the reader to 'try on' a range of reality tunnels as a thought experiment by emulating
mindsets radically different from their own. This is not to persuade the reader to any particular
point of view, it is to demonstrate that there are all these different reality tunnels/models/maps co-
existing within human society - and these maps, none of them, are the territory.As Wilson moves
on to describe his model of the higher 'circuits' of consciousness (5-8), it becomes more obvious
that this book was based on his PhD thesis. It is full of references appropriate to such a thesis
but rather obscure to the general reader. The unspoken assumption that runs through his ideas



is that all matter is conscious in its own right and that this can be experienced (though not
easily!) at the levels of the body, the brain, the DNA and finally quantum particles - an inverse
relationship of ever expanding consciousness associated with smaller and smaller phycial
entities. If this is a bit of a stretch for some readers, remember Wilson's own caveat: the map is
not the territory. This is just another map. Everything from the great or ancient religions to
sweeping political movements and science are all just maps and models.My quibble with
Wilson, and the reason for the missing star, is that he makes no accommodation for human
imagination, fantasy or creativity on any of his circuits. He argues that in the creation of our own
individual reality tunnels "we are all greater artists than we realise" but this is no substitute for the
deliberate acts of creation so integral to and beloved by the human animal. He makes no
mention of love either which makes his map a rather cold one. Of course, if you choose to adopt
Wilson's map as your own you can simply add these elements in, for it then becomes yours to
do with as you please.”

Wyrd One, “left-hand path systems and life on the whole will enjoy and benefit from reading this
work. WIlson's seminal work is a pleasure to read.Combining aspects of psychology, philosophy,
quantum physics and entertainment, Wilson provides a series of instructions by which the
reader may awaken themselves to a liberation of the self and advance their being towards a
state of control over their reality tunnels.Every student of self-advancement, alchemy, left-hand
path systems and life on the whole will enjoy and benefit from reading this work.”

Kilgore Salmon, “Interesting Ideas. Fascinating book by a true polymath. RAW was a flawed
genius - what genius isn't flawed? - but his range of knowledge and understanding is still
astonishing and his optimism irrepressible. Well worth aread.”

The book by Robert Anton Wilson has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 701 people have provided
feedback.
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SECOND EDITION INTRODUCTION WARNING CHAPTER ONE THE THINKER & THE
PROVER EXERCIZES ALL MODELS ARE SUBJECT TO REVISION AS THIS BOOK GOES
ALONG. THEY ARE ALSO SUBJECT TO REVISION AFTER THE BOOK IS FINISHED — BY
THE AUTHOR OR BY THE READER CHAPTER TWO EXERCIZES ANSWER QUICKLY NOW
OR BOTH? CHAPTER THREE THE ORAL BIO-SURVIVAL CIRCUIT
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